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Introduction
It is a great privilege to be asked to write a few words about my old friend, Jennifer Seberry, whom I have known for
well over 30 years. I ﬁrst met Jennie at a conference in Calgary in 1969, when she was in the very initial stages of her
distinguished career. With Anne Street, Walter Wallis, and Derek Holton, she provided the impetus for the initiation
of combinatorial research in Australia, and this early stress on combinatorial research has now placed Australia as
one of the leading countries in the area of combinatorics. Indeed, Jennie and Wal organized the ﬁrst meeting of what
has become the Combinatorial Mathematics Society of Australasia, and welcomed the ﬁrst of its conferences to the
University of Newcastle, where they were both teaching at the time.
Jennie has always been an avid traveller and has spent considerable time in Canada (despite our chilly winters).
Indeed, I can claim a very small credit for her discovery of the famous Seberry theorem on the asymptotic behaviour
of Hadamard matrices. Jennie was staying with me during one of her visits to the University of Manitoba, and it was
on my kitchen table that she developed that important result which still stands as one of the major achievements in the
ﬁeld of Hadamard matrices. So my kitchen table deserves a sort of indirect credit for a mathematical contribution.
Jennie’s early work was in the ﬁeld of combinatorial design and Hadamard matrices, but she later became very
interested in the ﬁeld of computer security and, while maintaining a keen interest in pure combinatorics, became very
involved with applications of combinatorics in secret sharing and in security schemes. Her boundless energy stood her
in good stead here, and she speedily was recognized as a leading expert in this new and fascinating area of research.
Indeed, the importance of her work has been recognized by large governmental grants from research agencies. Her
continued success in attracting such substantial support is just further evidence of the value attached to her work.
Jennie has always been very interested in the work of students, and I rank her as one of the very best thesis supervisors
whom I have ever encountered. She has produced many ﬁne doctoral candidates who have gone on to ﬁne careers,
whether in the ﬁeld of design theory or of computer security. Indeed, two of the editors of this Special Issue are former
students of Jennie. She has a great knack for encouraging students and for pushing them to achieve the very best
results within their abilities. She is also very active in encouraging her students to work in other countries and to meet
researchers from abroad.
Of course, Jennie is much in demand as a collaborator and as a speaker. I shall not attempt to list all the cities where
she has spoken or where she has worked with local scholars—the list is far too long. But I know that she has always
been very generous in sharing her ideas and expertise with others, especially with researchers who are in the early
stages of their careers. Her kindness and enthusiasm are hallmarks of her outstanding personality.
Jennie has held positions in Newcastle, Canberra, Sydney, Nebraska, and Wollongong, as well as visiting positions
at a number of other institutions. Wherever she has been, she has left her mark—a reputation for hard work, ingenious
ideas, and development of student research. Her collaborators stretch from India to Greece, from Japan to Canada,
from the United States to Denmark, not to mention innumerable coworkers in Australia.
This Special Issue is a ﬁtting tribute to a distinguished researcher who has made important contributions to both
combinatorial mathematics and computer security issues, and who has directed the graduate work of a bevy of excellent
mathematicians and computer scientists.
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